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USPS avoids 
“Irate” stamp 
& puts end to 
alphabet 
series; 

177 perfins 
now known 
on A-H 
stamps 


ob 

Schwerdt’s 

list of per- 
fins on the Alphabet 
stamps of the United 
States (May 2000 
Bulletin, page 75) at- 
tracted a lot of atten- 
tion from members. 
There were enough 
additions to the list 
to make it advisable 
to publish the entire 
list again with the 
updates provided by 
other members. 

The decision by 
the postal service to 
cover the most re- 
cent postal increase 
with a “First Class” 
stamp rather than 
another addition to 
the alphabet series 
(no way they were 
going to issue an 
“Irate” stamp!) may 
spell the end of the 
series. Still again, a 
J stamp may be just 
around the corner. 

It is interesting to 
note that 14 of the 
patterns reported on 
the Alphabet stamps 
are personal, or van- 
ity, items—perfins 
that are owned and 
used by members of 
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Alphabet 
checklist 
includes 14 
vanity 
patterns 


(Continued jrom page 37) 
the Perfins Club. 

The total number 
of perfins on the Al- 
phabet stamps now 
stands at 177,a 
59% increase over 
the original list. 
Some of the patterns 
reported here are 
also known to exist 
on the coil versions 
of the stamps, but 
no distinction has 
been made between 
sheet and coil or 
booklet stamps in 
the listing. 

Schwerdt says 
contributors to the 
update include 
Chris Carr, Don 
Haynes, John Ran- 
dall, Dave Ribble, 
Bob Szymanski, 
Jack Brandt, and 
Paul Gault. 

If you find Alpha- 
bet perfins that 
aren't listed here, let 
Schwerdt know and 
he'll provide another 
update as the infor- 
mation warrants. 

Schwerdt can be 
reached at 9 Mem- 
ory Lane, Pough- 
keepsie, NY 12603. 
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*The D49.3] shows only the DH, not the NYC. 
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